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God-Ordained Leaders—Apostles 
 
Simon Peter 
Chronological Summary 
I. Peter, the unstable apostle 
A. The fisherman (Matt. 4:21-22) 
B. The follower (Matt. 16:13-21) 
C. The foolish (Matt. 26:36-38) 
D. The frightened (Matt. 26:56-58; 26:69-74) 
E. The favored (Luke 24:34) 
F. The forgiven (John 21) 
II. Peter, the unshakeable apostle 
A. Peter and the 129 (Acts 1:1-26) 
B. Peter and the crowd at Pentecost (Acts 2:1-47) 
C. Peter and the lame man (Acts 3:1-26) 
D. Peter and the high priest (Acts 4:1-37) 
E. Peter and Ananias and Sapphira (Acts 5:1-11) 
F. Peter and the sick (Acts 5:12-16) 
G. Peter and the lawyer Gamaliel (Acts 5:17-42) 
H. Peter and Simon the sorcerer (Acts 8:9-25) 
I. Peter and Aeneas (Acts 9:32-35) 
J. Peter and Dorcas (Acts 9:36-42)  
K. Peter and Cornelius (Acts 9:43-10:48) 
L. Peter and the Jewish believers at Jerusalem (Acts 11:1-18) 
M. Peter and the angel of the Lord (Acts 12:1-17) 
N. Peter and the Jerusalem Council (Acts 15) 
O. Peter and Paul (See Galatians 1-2) 
III. Peter, the author—He was the author of the two New Testament 
epistles that bear his name. 
Statistics 
Father: Jonah (John 1:42) 
Spouse: Unnamed (Matt. 8:14) 
Brother: Andrew (John 1:40)  
First mention: Matthew 4:18 
Final mention: 2 Pet. 1:1 
Meaning of his name: Simon means “hearing”; Peter means “rock” 
(Greek); Cephas means “rock” (Aramaic). 
Frequency of his name: Referred to 183 times in the biblical books of 
Matthew, Mark, Luke, John, Acts, 1 Corinthians, Galatians, 1 Peter; 2 
Peter. 
Occupation: Fisherman and apostle 
Place of birth: Bethsaida in Galilee (John 1:44) 
Place of death: Tradition says he died in Rome having been crucified 
upside down. 
Important fact about his life: He was one of the chief apostles and 
author of two New Testament books. 
Andrew 
Chronological Summary 
I. The seeker (John 1:35-40) 
II. The soul winner (John 1:41-42) 
III. His dedication (Matt. 4:18-20) 
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IV. His doubts (John 6:8-9) 
 
Statistics 
Father: Jonah (John 1:42) 
Brother: Peter (John 1:40j; Matt. 4:18)  
First mention: Matthew 4:18 
Final mention: Acts 1:13 
Meaning of his name: Andrew means “manly” 
Frequency of his name: Referred to 12 times in the biblical books of 
Matthew, Mark, Luke, John, Acts. 
Occupation: Fisherman before becoming an apostle (Mark 1:16) 
Place of birth: Probably Bethsaida in Galilee (John 1:44) 
Place of death: Tradition says he was martyred in Greece and was 
crucified on an X-shaped cross. 
Important fact about his life: He brought his brother Peter to Christ (Jn. 
1:40-42). 
John 
Chronological Summary 
I. The ministry of John  
A. His call (Mark 4:19-20) 
B. His confidants (Matt. 17:1) 
C. His carnality (Mark 9:38-41; Mark 10:35-37; Luke 9:51-56) 
D. His concern (Mark 13:1-4; John 13:21-26) 
E. His courage (John 19:26-27) 
II. The manuscripts of John—He was the author of five of the 27 
New Testament books. 
Statistics 
Father: Zebedee (Matt. 4:21) 
Mother: Salome (Mark 15:40)  
Brother: James (Matt. 4:21) 
First mention: Matthew 4:21 
Final mention: Rev. 22:8 
Meaning of his name:  “the grace of Jehovah.” Note: Both he and his 
brother James were nicknamed “Boanerges” by Christ, meaning “sons 
of thunder” (Mark 3:17). 
Frequency of his name: Referred to 42 times in the biblical books of 
Matthew, Mark, Luke, Acts, Galatians, and Revelation. He is referred to 
as John 33 times; “that disciple that Jesus loved six times; as Boanerges 
once. 
Occupation: Fisherman before becoming one of Christ’s three key 
apostles. 
Place of birth: Probably Bethsaida in Galilee. 
Place of death: Tradition suggests it was in Ephesus. 
Important fact about his life: He was Christ’s beloved apostle who 
authored five New Testament books. 
James 
Chronological Summary   
     I.     The ministry of James  
A. His call (Mark 4:21-22) 
B. His companions (Matt. 17:1) 
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C. His carnality (Mark 9:38-41; Mark 10:35-45; Luke 9:49-50) 
II. The martyrdom of James (Acts 12:1-2) 
Statistics 
Father: Zebedee (Matt. 4:21) 
Mother: Salome (Mark 15:40)  
Brother: John (Matt. 4:21) 
First mention: Matthew 4:21 
Final mention: Acts 12:2 
Meaning of his name:  “heel catcher, supplanter” Note: Both he and his 
brother John were nicknamed “Boanerges” by Christ, meaning “sons of 
thunder” (Mark 3:17). 
Frequency of his name: Referred to 19 times in the biblical books of 
Matthew, Mark, Luke, Acts. 
Occupation: Fisherman before becoming one of Christ’s three key 
apostles. 
Place of birth: Probably Bethsaida in Galilee. 
Place of death: He was killed by the sword (Acts 12:2)  
Important fact about his life: He was the first apostle to be martyred for 
Christ.  
Philip 
Chronological Summary 
I. His first meeting with Christ  
A. Philip’s willingness (John 1:43) 
B. Philip’s witness (John 1:45) 
C. Philip’s wisdom (John 1:46) 
II. His full-time ministry for Christ 
A. Philip and the Savior (John 6:5-7) 
B. Philip and the seekers (John 12:20-22) 
Statistics 
First mention: Matthew 10:3 
Final mention: Acts 1:13 
Meaning of his name:  “lover of horses”  
Frequency of his name: Referred to 16 times in the biblical books of 
Matthew, Mark, Luke, John and Acts.  
Occupation: Apostle 
Place of birth: Probably Bethsaida in Galilee (John 1:44). 
Place of death: Tradition says he died at Hierapolis, a city near Colosse 
and Laodicea. 
Important fact about his life: He led is friend Nathanael to Christ (Jn. 
1:45-46). 
Nathanael / 
Bartholomew 
Chronological Summary 
I. The skepticism of Nathanael (John 1:45-46) 
II. The surprise of Nathanael (John 1:47-48) 
III. The salvation of Nathanael (John 1:49-51) 
A. His faith in Christ (John 1:49) 
B. His future in Christ (John 1:50-51)  
Statistics 
First mention: Matthew 10:3 
Final mention: Acts 1:13 
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Meaning of his name: Nathanael means “gift of God” 
Frequency of his name: Referred to ten times in the biblical books of 
Matthew, Mark, Luke, John, Acts. 
Occupation: Apostle 
Place of birth: Probably Bethsaida 
Important fact about his life: Philip witnessed to him under a fig tree 
and brought him to Christ.  
He was also called Bartholomew. (Jn. 1:45) 
Matthew  
Chronological Summary 
I. Matthew, the apostle  
A. His call by Christ (Luke 5:27) 
B.   His consecration to Christ (Luke 5:28-29) 
II. Matthew, the author—He was the author of the Gospel that 
bears his name and emphasized the kingship of Christ.   
Statistics 
Father: Alphaeus (Mark 2:14) 
Brother: James the less (one of the 12 apostles) may have been his 
brother. 
First mention: Matthew 9:9 
Final mention: Acts 1:13 
Meaning of his name: Matthew means "gift of God"; Levi means 
"joiner."  
Frequency of his name: Referred to eight times 
Biblical books mentioning him: Four books (Matthew, Mark, Luke, 
Acts)  
Occupation: Tax collector before becoming an apostle (Matt. 9:9; 10:3) 
Place of birth: Possibly Capernaum, a Galilean city (Matt. 9:1,9) 
Place of death: Tradition says he died in Ethiopia. 
Circumstances of death: Tradition says he died as a martyr. 
Important fact about his life: He authored the Gospel of Matthew. 
He was also called Levi. He served Rome as a tax collector in Israel. 
(Luke 5:27) 
Thaddaeus 
Chronological Summary 
I. The confusion of Thaddaeus (also called Judas)—Judas 
saith unto him, not Iscariot, Lord, how is it that thou wilt 
manifest thyself unto us, and not unto the world? (John 
14:22).   
II. The clarification to Thaddaeus—Jesus answered and said 
unto him, If a man love me, he will keep my words: and my 
Father will love him, and we will come unto him, and 
make our abode with him (John 14:23). 
Statistics 
Father: James (Acts 1:13) 
First mention: Matthew 10:3 
Final mention: Acts 1:13 
Meaning of his name: Thaddaeus means “praise”; Labbaeus means 
“man of heart.” 
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Frequency of his name: Referred to six times in the biblical books of 
Matthew, Mark, Luke, John, Acts. 
Occupation: Apostle 
Important fact about his life: He was the last of three apostles who 
asked Jesus a question during the final Passover in the upper room. 
James the Less 
Chronological Summary 
I. The son of Alphaeus (Matt. 10:3; Mark 3:18; Luke 6:15; Acts 
1:13) 
II. The servant of Jesus 
 
Statistics 
Father: Alphaeus 
First mention: Matthew 10:3 
Final mention: Acts 1:13 
Meaning of his name: “supplanter” 
Frequency of his name: He is referred to four times in the biblical books 
of Matthew, Mark, Luke, John, Acts 
Occupation: Apostle 
Important facts about his life: He was one of the twelve apostles. 
  
Simon the Zealot 
Chronological Summary 
I. The call of Simon (Matt. 10:4; Mark 3:18) 
II. The conviction of Simon—this apostle belonged to a right wing 
political party known as the Zealots (Luke 6:15; Acts 1:13) 
Statistics 
First mention: Matthew 10:4 
Final mention: Acts 1:13 
Meaning of his name:  “hearing” 
Frequency of his name: Referred to four times in the biblical books of 
Matthew, Mark, Luke, Acts. 
Occupation: Apostle 
Important fact about his life: He was the political conservative among 
Christ’s 12 disciples. 
Thomas 
Chronological Summary 
I. The call of Thomas (Matt. 10:3; Mark 3:18; Luke 6:15) 
II. The confusion of Thomas (Jn. 14:1-7) 
2 In my Father's house are many mansions: if it were not so, I 
would have told you. I go to prepare a place for you. 3 And if I 
go and prepare a place for you, I will come again, and receive 
you unto myself; that where I am, there ye may be also. 4 And 
whither I go ye know, and the way ye know. 5 Thomas saith unto 
him, Lord, we know not whither thou goest; and how can we 
know the way? 6 Jesus saith unto him, I am the way, the truth, 
and the life: no man cometh unto the Father, but by me. 
III. The conflicts of Thomas  
A. His despair preceding the resurrection of Lazarus (John 
11:7-16)  
7 Then after that saith he to his disciples, Let us go into 
Judaea again.8 His disciples say unto him, Master, the Jews 
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of late sought to stone thee; and goest thou thither 
again?9 Jesus answered, Are there not twelve hours in the 
day? If any man walk in the day, he stumbleth not, because 
he seeth the light of this world.10 But if a man walk in the 
night, he stumbleth, because there is no light in him. 
11 These things said he: and after that he saith unto them, 
Our friend Lazarus sleepeth; but I go, that I may awake him 
out of sleep.12 Then said his disciples, Lord, if he sleep, he 
shall do well.13 Howbeit Jesus spake of his death: but they 
thought that he had spoken of taking of rest in sleep.14 Then 
said Jesus unto them plainly, Lazarus is dead.15 And I am 
glad for your sakes that I was not there, to the intent ye may 
believe; nevertheless let us go unto him.16 Then said 
Thomas, which is called Didymus, unto his fellow disciples, 
Let us also go, that we may die with him. 
B. His doubt following the resurrection of Christ (John 20:24-
29)  
1. The report to Thomas (John 20:24-25a)  24 But Thomas, 
one of the twelve, called Didymus, was not with them 
when Jesus came. 25 The other disciples therefore said 
unto him, We have seen the Lord.  
2. The reluctance of Thomas (John 20:25b) But he said 
unto them, Except I shall see in his hands the print of 
the nails, and put my finger into the print of the nails, 
and thrust my hand into his side, I will not believe. 
IV. The  convincing of Thomas (John 20:26-29) 
A. The manifestation—And after eight days again his disciples 
were within, and Thomas with them: then came Jesus, the 
doors being shut, and stood in the midst, and said, Peace be 
unto you. (John 20:26) 
B. The invitation—Then saith he to Thomas, Reach hither thy 
finger, and behold my hands; and reach hither thy hand, 
and thrust it into my side: and be not faithless, but 
believing. (John 20:27) 
C. The adoration—And Thomas answered and said unto him, 
My LORD and my God. (John 20:28) 
D. The observation—Jesus saith unto him, Thomas, because 
thou hast seen me, thou hast believed: blessed are they that 
have not seen, and yet have believed. (John 20:29) 
Statistics 
Brother: Thomas had an unnamed twin brother (John 11:16; 20:24; 
21:2) 
First mention: Matthew 10:3 
Final mention: Acts 1:13 
Meaning of his name: Thomas means “twin” (from the Greek); 
Didymus also means “twin” from Aramaic). 
Frequency of his name: Thomas is referred to 15 times in the biblical 
books of Matthew, Mark, Luke, John, Acts. 
Occupation: Apostle 
Place of birth: The region of Galilee 
Circumstances of his death: Tradition says Thomas died a martyr, killed 
by arrows as he was praying. 
Important facts about his life: He was known as the doubting apostle. 
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Judas Iscariot 
I. Judas, the apostle 
A. His call (Matt. 10:4; Mark 3:19; Luke 6.16) 
B. His city—The word Iscariot literally means "the man from 
Kerioth." Kerioth was a town in southern Judea. Thus Judas was 
the only non-Galilean among the 12 apostles. 
II. Judas, the apostate 
A. The defection of Judas 
1. He was a thief (John 12:1-8). 
2. He was a traitor—No less than 16 times does the New 
Testament speak of Judas's sin in betraying Christ (Matt. 
10:4; 26:16, 25; Mark 3:19; 14:10-11; Luke 6:16; 22:4, 6; 
John 6:71; 12:4; 18:2, 5; Acts 1:16,18, 25). 
B. The death of Judas 
1. The penitence of the traitor 
a. The misery before his death—(Matt. 27:3-4). 
b. The method of his death-(Matt. 27:5; Acts 1:18). 
Statistics 
First mention: Matthew 10:4 
Final mention: Acts 1:25 
Meaning of his name: 'Praise" 
Frequency of his name: Referred to 22 times 
Biblical books mentioning him: Five books (Matthew, Mark, Luke, 
John, Acts) 
Occupation: Apostle 
Place of birth: Probably in the Judean city of Kerioth 
Place of death: In or near Jerusalem  
Circumstances of death: He hanged himself (Matt. 27:5; Acts 1:18). 
Important fact about his life: He was the apostle who betrayed Christ. 
Matthias 
I. The character of Matthias—Wherefore of these men which have 
companied with us all the time that the Lord Jesus went in and 
out among us, beginning from the baptism of John, unto that 
same day that he was taken up from us, must one be ordained to 
be a witness with us of his resurrection (Acts 1:21-22). 
II. The choice of Matthias 
A. The men involved—And they appointed two, Joseph called 
Barsabas, who was surnamed Justus, and Matthias (Acts 
1:23). 
B. The ministry involved—And they prayed, and said. Thou, 
Lord, which knowest the hearts of all men, shew whether of 
these two thou hast chosen, that he may take part of this 
ministry and apostleship, from which Judas by transgression 
fell, that he might go to his own place (Acts 1:24-25).  
C. The method involved—And they gave forth their lots; and 
the lot fell upon Matthias; and he was numbered with the 
eleven apostles (Acts 1:26). 
Statistics 
First mention: Acts 1:23 
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Final mention: Acts 1:26 
Meaning of his name: "Gift of Jehovah" 
Frequency of his name: Referred to two times Biblical books 
mentioning him: One book (Acts)  
Important fact about his life: He was selected to take the place of Judas 
Iscariot. 
Paul  
Barnabas  
Silas 
I. Silas, the messenger 
A. His attendance at the Jerusalem council (Acts 15:22) 
B. His assignment by the Jerusalem council (Acts 15:22, 27-29). 
C. His assistance to the Jerusalem council (Acts 15:32). 
D. He may have been a Roman citizen (Acts 16:37) 
II. Silas, the missionary 
A. His selection by Paul (Acts 15:40). 
B. His service with Paul at Philippi (Acts 16:19, 23-24). 
Statistics 
First mention: Acts 15:22 
Final mention: Acts 18:5 
Meaning of his name: "Asked of God"; He is the “Silvanus” of the 
Epistles. 
Frequency of his name: Referred to 13 times 
Biblical books mentioning him: One book (Acts) 
Occupation: Prophet and missionary (Acts 15:32, 40)  
Important fact about his life: He was Paul's faithful associate during his 
second missionary journey. 
James, half-
brother of Jesus 
I. James, the skeptic—Prior to the resurrection of Christ, 
James, along with his brothers and sisters, were apparently 
unbelievers. 
II. James, the saved (1 Cor. 15:7)—Our Lord appeared to 
James after his glorious resurrection, at which time James 
became a believer. 
III. James, the shepherd—It is believed that James became the 
first pastor of the church at Jerusalem.  
IV. James, the segregated—Unfortunately, on at least two 
occasions, James slipped back (temporarily) into the bond 
of legalism. 
V. James, the supporter (He encouraged Paul) In Gal. 1:19 
Paul called James an apostle, but not one of the Twelve. 
VI. James, the scribe—He was the author of the New 
Testament epistle that bears his name. 
 
Statistics 
Father: Joseph (Matt. 13:55) 
Mother: Mary 
Brothers: Joseph, Simon, Judas (Matt. 13:55) 
First mention: Matthew 13:55 
Final mention: Jude 1 
Meaning of his name: "Supplanter" 
Frequency of his name: Referred to 11 times 
Biblical books mentioning him: Seven books (Matthew, Mark, Acts, 1 
Corinthians, Galatians, James, Jude) 
Occupation: Apostle and pastor 
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Place of birth: Probably Nazareth 
Place of death: Tradition says he was martyred in the Kidron Valley 
outside of Jerusalem. 
Circumstances of death: Tradition says he was cast down from the 
temple pinnacle and stoned as he lay dying. 
Important fact about his life: He pastored the church at Jerusalem and 
authored the New Testament book of James. 
Note: Five individuals named James are found in the New Testament. 
James, the son of Zebedee and brother of John. James, the son of 
Alphaeus. He was also one of the twelve apostles. James the Less. He is 
described as the son of Mary (Not the mother of Jesus) and the brother 
of Joses. James, the father of Judas. James the brother of the Lord Jesus. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
